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Accounting Ethics Core Values and Courage
According to Christensen & Calvasina, 2020, p. 26, courage "is taking a stand to defend a personal value or principle that is at risk, despite the danger of doing so." Whistleblowers of accounting fraud usually display courage. The action of individuals like Tony Menendez is a clear exemplification of moral courage in accounting. In 2006, Mr. Menendez filed a complaint with the SEC (Securities and Exchange Commission), citing concerns over the accounting practice at Halliburton, his employer at the time (p.24). In the complaint, Mr. Menendez cited concerns over the accounting practice used by Mark McCollum, the department head who also doubled as a top-ranking executive in the company.
Nevertheless, Menendez would later lose his job and get embroiled in a 10-year court case. Such stories and testimonies are a narration of the cost of courage when calling out malpractice in accounting. Therefore, most whistle-blowers suffer the consequences of their courageous actions when they should be rewarded. 
Courage, Business Practice, and Decision Making
Whistleblowing for internal accountants in business has been a difficult task. A conscious mind's repercussion in accounting is associated with lifelong losses in court cases and impugned reputation. These problematic conditions in accounting have made the duty and work of organizations like SEC difficult as accounts would instead collude on a mutual cover-up rather than report the perpetrators of malpractice (Khelil et al., 2016). Nevertheless, it is imperative to indicate that moral courage has enabled many accountants to make decisions on upholding the ethics and code of conduct of accounting as stipulated by the respective guilds. It is also essential to indicate that whereas whistleblowing remains under threat from cooperating bureaucracy and manipulation, training accountants with a sense of courage and morality remains the priority of most accounting societies. Additionally, the sacrifice of individuals like Tony Menendez remains a constant reminder of the price of honesty and moral courage.
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